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Cattle populations continue to 
decline in 2000 1 
A slow but steady decline in 
cattle production 1 
Francis Weiler, Robert Poschacher 
According to the market forecasts presented by the Member States, cattle 
production in the European Union (EU-15) fell to 28.4 million head in 2000, a 
decline of 0.1% compared with 1999. In 2001 there is expected to be a further 
decline of 0.6% compared with 2000. EU cattle production for 2001 is thus 
forecast to be 28.2 million head. An analysis of cattle population levels also 
reveals a downward trend: in 2000 the EU had 83.2 million head of cattle, 
representing a decline of 5% compared with 1996. 
Cattle populations continue to decline in 2000 
The downward trend in cattle populations continued in 2000. Compared with 
1999, the total cattle population fell by 0.8% to 83.2 million head, which -
according to the FAO - corresponds to 6.2% of the total world cattle 
population of 1.34 billion head. Denmark, the Netherlands and Finland saw 
the highest percentage falls in populations. Looking at the individual 
categories, it can be seen that the decline was evenly spread across the 
board. The largest fall was for cows (-1.3 %). 
A slow but steady decline in cattle production 
EU cattle production continues to decline slightly. Production is expected to 
be 28.2 million head in 2001, representing a decline of 4.4% compared with 
1997. Looking at the seasonal components of cattle production, it can be seen 
that in the second half of the year production is always higher than in the first 
half (the average difference was 5.1% between 1997 and 2001). 
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Figure I: Cattle production of the EU from Ì997 to 2001 
' Attention: The new cases of BSE in some countries have not been taken into account 
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